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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 1 1/17/06 has been 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sasaki et al. (US Patent Publication 2002/0169891 herein after referenced as 
Sasaki) in view of Kisaichi et al. (US Patent 6525676 herein after referenced as 
Kisaichi). 

Regarding Claim 10 Sasaki discloses a network connection system for a cellular 
telephone, the network connection system causing a cellular telephone to access a site 
holding predetermined content via a network, (Figures 3A— 3C, Paragraph [0010] of 
Sasaki). Sasaki discloses said network connection system comprising: an address 
conversion means for accepting from the cellular telephone a numeric string obtained 
by numerical conversion of information about a site to convert the numeric string into 
the site address of a site corresponding to the numeric string, thereby making a 
response indicating the site address as an access request destination of said cellular 
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telephone; and a cellular telephone including a conversion request means for 
requesting said address conversion means to perform an address conversion with a 
numeric string specified, when the numeric string is directly entered on a standby 
screen and a predetermined dial key is pressed. (Figures 3A— 3C and Fig. 4, Paragraph 
[0010] & [0053] - [0054] of Sasaki, wherein Sasaki discloses using the portable 
telephone to enter the identification number; providing instruction to conduct a search 
and retrieving the web page address corresponding to the identification number; and 
wherein after the retrieval, the conversion element changes the destination to which the 
browser is to be linked to the retrieved web address) 

Sasaki fails to explicitly recite there being an assignment relationship established 
between each numerical key included among dial keys of the cellular telephone, and a 
numerical character on each numerical key and/or a plurality of single alphabetical 
characters. However, the examiner maintains that it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention of Sasaki to incorporate the method of 
inputting numeric strings and determining the inputted strings as taught by Kisaichi. 

Kisaichi teaches there being an assignment relationship established between 
each numerical key [[(12)]] included among dial keys of the cellular telephone, and a 
numerical character on each numerical key and/or a plurality of single alphabetical 
characters. (Fig. 22, Column 17, Lines 51-64, wherein Kisaichi discloses the detailed 
steps of key input of 2337 corresponding to the word "beer" of Kisaichi). Kisaichi also 
discloses simultaneously displaying to the user for selection a plurality of candidate 
characters corresponding to the key input (Column 18, Lines 19-48 of Kisaichi) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Sasaki to incorporate the method of 
inputting numeric strings and determining the inputted strings as taught by Kisaichi for 
the purpose of allowing a user to input necessary messages without increasing key 
operation frequency, as discussed by Kisaichi (Column 2, Lines 18-23 of Kisaichi) 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Sasaki discloses a cellular telephone capable of connecting 
to a network, (Figures 3A— 3C, Paragraph [0010] of Sasaki). Sasaki discloses said 
cellular telephone comprising an address request means for making a request while 
specifying the site address of a site corresponding to a numeric string as a connection 
destination, when the numeric string is directly entered on a standby screen and a 
predetermined dial key is pressed, the numeric string being obtained by numerical 
conversion of information about a site (Figures 3A— 3C and Fig. 4, Paragraph [0010] & 
[0052] - [0054] of Sasaki, wherein Sasaki discloses using the portable telephone to 
enter the identification number; providing instruction to conduct a search and retrieving 
the web page address corresponding to the identification number; and wherein after the 
retrieval, the conversion element changes the destination to which the browser is to be 
linked to the retrieved web address) 

Sasaki fails to explicitly recite there being an assignment relationship established 
between each numerical key included among dial keys of the cellular telephone, and a 
numerical character on each numerical key and/or a plurality of single alphabetical 
characters. However, the examiner maintains that it would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention of Sasaki to incorporate the method of 
inputting numeric strings and determining the inputted strings as taught by Kisaichi. 

Kisaichi teaches there being an assignment relationship established between 
each numerical key [[(12)]] included among dial keys of the cellular telephone, and a 
numerical character on each numerical key and/or a plurality of single alphabetical 
characters. (Fig. 22, Column 17, Lines 51-64, wherein Kisaichi discloses the detailed 
steps of key input of 2337 corresponding to the word "beer" of Kisaichi). Kisaichi also 
discloses simultaneously displaying to the user for selection a plurality of candidate 
characters corresponding to the key input (Column 18, Lines 19-48 of Kisaichi) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Sasaki to incorporate the method of 
inputting numeric strings and determining the inputted strings as taught by Kisaichi for 
the purpose of allowing a user to input necessary messages without increasing key 
operation frequency, as discussed by Kisaichi (Column 2, Lines 18-23 of Kisaichi) 

4. Claims 1 , and 6 - 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sasaki et al. (US Patent Publication 2002/0169891 herein after referenced as 
Sasaki) in view of Kisaichi et al. (US Patent 6525676 herein after referenced as 
Kisaichi) and further in view of Hofmeister et al. (US Patent 7257583 herein after 
referenced as Hofmeister). The combination of Sasaki in view of Kisaichi and further in 
view of Hofmeister is herein after referenced as SasKisHof. 
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Regarding claim 1 , Sasaki discloses a network connection system for a cellular 
telephone, the network connection system causing a cellular telephone [[(10)]] to 
access a site [[(50)]] holding predetermined content [[(53)]] via a network, (Figures, 
3A— 3C, Paragraph [0010] of Sasaki). Sasaki discloses said network connection 
system comprising: a database holding means [[(35)]] for holding a database [[(40)]] in 
which secondary data and the site address of a site are associated with each other, the 
secondary data being obtained by numerical conversion of primary information about 
said site (Fig. 4, Paragraph [0053] of Sasaki, where Sasaki discloses providing 
instruction to conduct a search and retrieving the web page address corresponding to 
the identification number). Sasaki discloses a search means [[(32)]], when receiving 
from the cellular telephone a search request with a numeric string entered via said dial 
keys and specified, for searching said database to retrieve sites associated with the 
secondary data including said numeric string; (Paragraph [0052] - [0053] of Sasaki) 

Sasaki fails to explicitly recite there being an assignment relationship established 
between each numerical key [[(12)]] included among dial keys of the cellular telephone, 
and a numerical character on each numerical key and/or a plurality of single 
alphabetical characters. However, the examiner maintains that it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention of Sasaki to incorporate 
the method of inputting numeric strings and determining the inputted strings as taught 
by Kisaichi. 

In analogous art, Kisaichi teaches there being an assignment relationship 
established between each numerical key [[(12)]] included among dial keys of the cellular 
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telephone, and a numerical character on each numerical key and/or a plurality of single 
alphabetical characters. (Fig. 22, Column 17, Lines 51-64, wherein Kisaichi discloses 
the detailed steps of key input of 2337 corresponding to the word "beer" of Kisaichi). 
Kisaichi also discloses simultaneously displaying to the user for selection a plurality of 
candidate characters corresponding to the key input (Column 18, Lines 19-48 of 
Kisaichi) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Sasaki to incorporate the method of 
inputting numeric strings and determining the inputted strings as taught by Kisaichi for 
the purpose of allowing a user to input necessary messages without increasing key 
operation frequency, as discussed by Kisaichi (Column 2, Lines 18-23 of Kisaichi) 

The combination of Sasaki in view of Kisaichi fails to disclose a search result 
presentation means [[(33)]] for presenting the names of the sites retrieved by said 
search means as a search result to said cellular telephone. However, the examiner 
maintains that it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the combination of 
Sasaki and Kisaichi to incorporate the method of searching and displaying the search 
results as taught by Hofmeister. 

In analogous art, Hofmeister discloses presenting the names of the sites 
retrieved by said search means as a search result to said cellular telephone. (Fig. 1 1 , 
Column 14, Lines 55 - 63, wherein Hofmeister discloses the user entering keywords to 
search the catalog server and receiving search results displayed on the mobile device) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
invention of Sasaki and Kisaichi to incorporate the method of searching and displaying 
as taught by Hofmeister. The motivation for the combination being to incorporate an 
added measure of ensuring the user has correctly entered the right search string as well 
as giving the user the option of choosing various other sites corresponding to the search 
that may be of interest to the user. 

SasKisHof continues to disclose an address specification means [[(34)]] for 
acquiring from said database the site address of a site selected from the names of the 
presented sites via said cellular telephone to make a response indicating the site 
address as an access request destination of said cellular telephone. (Figures 3A-3B, 
Paragraph [0043] - [0044] of Sasaki, wherein Sasaki discloses retrieving the web page 
address corresponding to the identification number and displaying the web content in 
the mobile terminal) 

Regarding Claim 6, SasKisHof discloses the network connection system 
according to claim 1, wherein the search result presentation means presents a 
character string obtained by character conversion of said numeric string in accordance 
with said assignment relationship and the number of names of sites including the 
character string to said cellular telephone when the number of sites retrieved by said 
search means exceeds a predetermined number. (Fig. 1 1 , Column 14, Lines 55 - 65 of 
Hofmeister, wherein Hofmeister discloses receiving and displaying search results 
received from the catalog server and Column 18, Lines 19 - 48 of Kisaichi, wherein 
Kisaichi discloses displaying simultaneously the resulting plurality of candidates 
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corresponding to the candidate string in the case wherein there is more than one 
(predetermined number) matching candidate.) 

Regarding Claim 7, SasKisHof discloses the network connection system 
according to claim 1, wherein said cellular telephone includes a search request means 
[[(11)]] for requesting said search means to make a search with a numeric string 
specified, when the numeric string is entered on a standby screen and a predetermined 
dial key is pressed. (Fig. 3B, Paragraph [0052] of Sasaki) 

Regarding Claim 8, Sasaki discloses a network connection system for a cellular 
telephone, the network connection system causing a cellular telephone to access a site 
holding predetermined content via a network, (Figures, 3A— 3C, Paragraph [0010] of 
Sasaki). Sasaki discloses said network connection system comprising: an extraction 
means [[(37)]] for accepting from the cellular telephone a numeric string obtained by 
numerical conversion of information about a site to extract site candidates 
corresponding to the numeric string; (Fig. 4, Paragraph [0053] of Sasaki, where Sasaki 
discloses providing instruction to conduct a search and retrieving the web page address 
corresponding to the identification number). 

Sasaki fails to explicitly recite there being an assignment relationship established 
between each numerical key included among dial keys of the cellular telephone, and a 
numerical character on each numerical key and/or a plurality of single alphabetical 
characters. However, the examiner maintains that it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention of Sasaki to incorporate the method of 
inputting numeric strings and determining the inputted strings as taught by Kisaichi. 
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Kisaichi teaches there being an assignment relationship established between 
each numerical key [[(12)]] included among dial keys of the cellular telephone, and a 
numerical character on each numerical key and/or a plurality of single alphabetical 
characters. (Fig. 22, Column 17, Lines 51-64, wherein Kisaichi discloses the detailed 
steps of key input of 2337 corresponding to the word "beer" of Kisaichi). Kisaichi also 
discloses simultaneously displaying to the user for selection a plurality of candidate 
characters corresponding to the key input (Column 18, Lines 19-48 of Kisaichi) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Sasaki to incorporate the method of 
inputting numeric strings and determining the inputted strings as taught by Kisaichi for 
the purpose of allowing a user to input necessary messages without increasing key 
operation frequency, as discussed by Kisaichi (Column 2, Lines 18-23 of Kisaichi) 

Sasaki in view of Kisaichi fails to disclose a search result presentation means for 
presenting the names of the site candidates extracted by said extraction means as a 
search result to said cellular telephone. However, the examiner maintains that it is 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the combination of Sasaki and 
Kisaichi to incorporate the method of searching and displaying the search results as 
taught by Hofmeister. 

In analogous art, Hofmeister discloses a search result presentation means for 
presenting the names of the site candidates extracted by said extraction means as a 
search result to said cellular telephone. (Fig. 1 1 , Column 14, Lines 55 - 63, wherein 
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Hofmeister discloses the user entering keywords to search the catalog server and 
receiving search results displayed on the mobile device) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
invention of Sasaki and Kisaichi to incorporate the method of searching and displaying 
as taught by Hofmeister. The motivation for the combination being to incorporate an 
added measure of ensuring the user has correctly entered the right search string as well 
as giving the user the option of choosing various other sites corresponding to the search 
that may be of interest to the user. 

SasKisHof continues to disclose an address specification means for acquiring the 
site address of a site selected from the names of the presented site candidates via said 
cellular telephone to make a response indicating the site address as an access request 
destination of said cellular telephone. (Figures 3A-3B, Paragraph [0043] - [0044] of 
Sasaki, wherein Sasaki discloses retrieving the web page address corresponding to the 
identification number and displaying the web content in the mobile terminal) 

Regarding Claim 9 SasKisHof discloses the network connection system 
according to claim 8, further comprising a database holding means for holding a 
database in which information about a site and the site address of said site are 
associated with each other, wherein said extraction means searches said database to 
retrieve a site associated with information including a character string obtained by 
character conversion of the numeric string accepted from the cellular telephone in 
accordance with said assignment relationship, and wherein said address specification 
means acquires the site address of the site selected via said cellular telephone from 
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said database. (Fig. 4, Paragraph [0053] of Sasaki) 

5. Claims 2 - 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
SasKisHof in view of Lemke (US Patent 6813344 herein after referenced as Lemke) 

Regarding Claim 2, SasKisHof discloses the network connection system 
according to claim 1, wherein when receiving from said cellular telephone a search 
request with a numeric string with an operator entered via said dial keys and specified 
(Paragraph [0062] of Sasaki, wherein Sasaki discloses using an operator to specify a 
particular conversion server) 

The combination of SasKisHof fails to disclose said search means searches said 
database in accordance with a function defined for the operator to retrieve sites 
associated with the secondary data including the numeric string. However, the 
examiner maintains that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the invention of SasKisHof to incorporate the 
method of searching as taught by Lemke. 

In analogous art, Lemke discloses using a search method that uses a partial 
search as well as an exact search (ABSTRACT, Column 2, Lines 55-63 of Lemke, 
wherein Lemke discloses using a search for a partial match by using wild card values or 
preprogrammed partial match such as a prefix match) 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combination of SasKisHof to incorporate the method 
of searching by using wild card values and partial matching as taught by Lemke, the 
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motivation for the combination being to be able to search multiple instances and 
variances of the search query without being limited to only an exact search especially 
when the user is not certain of the correct or actual term being searched. And as such 
teaches claimed said search means searches said database in accordance with a 
function defined for the operator to retrieve sites associated with the secondary data 
including the numeric string. 

Regarding Claim 3, The combination of SasKisHof in view of Lemke discloses 
the network connection system according to claim 2, the combination discloses wherein 
the function defined for said operator includes the function of specifying a search field of 
said database (ABSTRACT, Column 2, Lines 55-63 of Lemke, wherein Lemke discloses 
using a search for a partial match by using wild card values or preprogrammed partial 
match such as a prefix match) 
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Regarding Claim 4, SasKisHof in view of Lemke discloses the network 
connection system according to claim 3, wherein the function defined for said operator 
includes the function of specifying which is to be retrieved, secondary data fully 
matching said numeric string, secondary data partially matching said numeric string, or 
secondary data prefix-matching said numeric string (ABSTRACT, Column 2, Lines 55- 
63 of Lemke, wherein Lemke discloses using a search for a partial match by using wild 
card values or preprogrammed partial match such as a prefix match) 

Regarding Claim 5, SasKisHof in view of Lemke discloses the network 
connection system according to claim 2, wherein said operator is entered via a function 
key included among the dial keys of the cellular telephone. (Paragraph [0062] of Sasaki) 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Mapa whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5540. The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY TO THURSDAY 8:00AM - 
5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jefferey Harold can be reached on (571)272-7519. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael Mapa/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 4113 
/Jefferey F Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 411 3 



